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My Lord, 


DSN obccience to Jour Lordjhips Order T now 
VL day preſent to Your hands, not only the Ser- 

WI mon Yu lately heard , bit thoſe Ad- 
UE SY? ditions, which the ſtraits of time would 
GAs ,; permit me to deliver. . Tn all 
which, T was ſo far from intendins to ſtir up the Ma- 


giltratcs and Judges to a Perſecution of Diflenters, 


n 


xs ſome ll men have reported, that my only deſign was 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


to prevent any occaſion of it , by finding out a certain 
foundation for alsſting Union among our ſelves. Which 
is tmpoſſible to be attained, till men are convinced of the 


| Evil and Danger of the preſent Separation ; it being 


carried on by ſuch Principles as not only overthrow the 
preſent Conſtitution of ow Church, but any other 
whatſoever. For, if it be lawful to ſeparate on a pre- 
tence of greater Purity, where there is an Agreement 
m Doctrine, and the ſubſtantial Parts of Worſhip, 
as is acknowledged in our Caſe ; then a bare difference of 
opinion as to ſome circumſtances of Worſhip and the beſt 
conſtitution of Churches will be ſufficient ground to break 
Communion and to ſet up new Churches : Which conſider- 
ing the great variety of mens fancies about theſe matters, 


| ts to make an infoute Diviſibility in Churches, with- 


out any poſſible ſtop to farther Separation. But, if 
after themſel-ves are pleaſed with condeſcenſions to their 
own minds, any think it fit that others ſhould be tied up, 
notwithſtanding their diſſatisfa&tion ; the world will judec 
it too great partiality in them to think that none ought to 
{eparate but themſelves, and that the ſame Reaſon 
will bo'd againft themſel-ves mn the judgement of others ; it 
thereby appearmg, that it is not Unitormity they diſlike, 
but that they do not preſcribe the Terms of it. | 

But, my Lord, I mtend not to argue the Cale of Se- 
paration here, ( which is at large done tm the following 
Diſcourſe ) but only to ſhew, how neceſſary it was in or- 
der to the laying a Fonndation for Peace and Unity, to 
have this matter throughly diſcuſſed. And if once the 
People 


| _ The Epiſtle Dedicatory. D 
People be brought to underſtand and praftife their duty as 


| 
to Communion with our Churches, other Difficulties 
which obſtru&t our Union will be more eaſily remo-ved. | 

T hate endeatyoured to purſue my deſign in a way ſu:- 
| table to the nature of it, without ſharp and provoking re- | 


5 


fleEtions on the Perſons of any ; which often ſet Friends 
at diſtance, but nerver reconciled or convinced Adrverſa- 
ries. However, Imuſt expect the Cenſures of ſuch who 
either make our Diviſions, or make uſe of them for their 
own ends : but Tam contented to be made a ſacrifice, if 
thereby T might cloſe up the Breaches among us. 

God Almighty bleſs this great City and Your Lord- 
ſhips care in the Government of it ; and grant that 1n 
this our day, we may yet know the things that be- 
long to our Peace , and tothe Preſervation of the true 

Proteſtant Religion among 145. 


I am, [ 
my Lord, 

Your Lordſhips molt faithful | 
and obedient Servant, 


Edward Stillmsfleet. 


PHIL. 


ERRATHM 


Page 51.1. pert. read bound to hear others. 


PHIL. TIL. 16. 


Nevertheleſs, whereto we have already attained , let ts 
walk by the ſame rule, let 1s mind the ſame things. 


lay the greateſt obligations on 


mankind to Peace and Unity, by 
the ſtricteſt commands , the 
higheſt examples, and the moſt 
prevailing arguments ; yet ſo 
much have the paſſions and intereſts of men 
oyerſwai'd the ſenſe of their duty, that as no- 
thing ought to be more in our wiſhes, ſo nothing 
ſeems more remote from our hopes, than the wi- 
werſal Peace of the Chriſtian World. Not that 
there is any impoſſibility in the thing, or any con- 
f1derable difficulcy , if all men were {uch Chri- 
ſtians as they ought to be; but as long as men 
purſue their ſeveral fa&tions and deſigns under 


the colour and pretence of zeal for Religion; if 
B they 


\ 4 
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DAS JUS SEE. Lthough the Chriſt tan Reltz1on doth 
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JUDY 


Judges 5. 
15, 16, 


PPE II NL nt as 


(2) 
they did not find Names and Parties ready fra- 
med, that were ſuitable to their ends, the diffe- 
rence of their deſigns would make them. So 
that till mens corruptions are mortified, and 
their paſſions ſubdued to a greater degree than 
the world hath yet found them, it is in vain to 
expect a ſtate x peace and tranquillity in the 
Church. We need not go far from home for a 
ſufficient evidence of this; for although our dit- 
ferences are ſuch as the wiſer Proteſtants abroad 
not only condemn but wonder at them ; yet it 
hath hitherto puzzled the wiſeſt perſons among 
us to find out ways to compoſe them ; not ſo 
much from the diſtance of mens opinions and 
practices, as the ſtrength of their prejudices and 
inclinations. What thoſe diviſions of Reuben of 
old were, which cauſed ſuch thoughts and ſearch- 
ings of heart, we neither well underſtand , nox 
doth it much concern us: but the continuance, 
if not the widening, of theſe unhappy breaches 
among our ſelves do give juſt cauſe for many 
fad refle&tions.. When neither the miſeries we 
have felt, nor the calamities ve fear ; neither the 
terrible judgements of God upon us, nor the un- 
expected deliverances vouchſafed to us, nor the 
common danger we are yet in, have abated mens 
heats, or allayed their paſſions, or made them 
more willing to unite with our eſtabliſhed 
Church and Religion. Bur inſtead of char, ſome 
rather 


(3) 
rather ſtand at a greater diſtance if not defiance, 

and ſeem to entertain themſelves with. hopes of 

new revolutions; others raiſe freſh ccalumnies 

and reproaches , as well as revive and ſpread 

abroad old ones.; as though their buſineſs were 

ro make our breaches wider, and to exalſperate 

mens ſpirits againſt each other ; at ſuch a time, 

when Reaſon and common ſecurity, and above 

all our Religion obligeth us to follow after the gow. 14. 
things that make for peace, and things wherewith one 19. 
may, edifie another ; and not ſuch as tend to our 

mutual deſtruction ; as moſt certainly our diviſi- 

ons and animoſities do. Yet all parties pretend 

to a zeal for Peace, ſo they may haveirt in their 

own way? by which it appears that it is not 

Peace they aim at but Victory ; nor Unity ſo 

much as having their own wills Thoſe of the 

Roman Church make great boaſts of their Unity 

and the effeftual means they have to preſerve it ; 

but God deliver us from ſuch cruel wayes of 

Peace, and ſuch deſtructive means of Unity as 
Treachery and Aſlaſfinations, and an Inquiſition. 

Their feet are ſwift to ſhed blood ; deftrution and mi- FO 

ſery are m their wayes ; and the way of Peace they harve 1G, by 'N 
not known. But it were happy for us, if all thoſe 

who agree in renouncing the Errors and Cor- 
ruptions of the Roman Church, could as eaſily 

join together in the great duties of our common 


Religion, that is, in our Prayers , and Praiſes, 
B 2 and 


(4) 


and Sacraments, and all ſolemn :a&ts of Divine 


Worſhip. For this would not only take off the 
reproach of our Adverſaries, who continually 
upbraid us with our Schiſms and Separations , 
but it would mightily tend to abate mens paſſi- 
ons, and to remove their prejudices, and to diſ- 

ole their inclinations, and thereby lay a foun- 
dation for a blefſed Union among our elves , 
which would fruſtrate the great deſign of our 
enemies upon us, who expect to ſee that Religi- 


on deſtroyed by our own folly, which they 


could not otherwiſe hope to accompliſh by their 


.1 Tin. 2.8. 


utmoſt care and endeavour. And we may juſt- 
ly hope for a greater bleſſing of God upon us, 
when ve offer up our joint Prayers and Devoti- 
ons to him, lifting -up, as St. Paul ſpeaks, holy hands 
without wrath and diſputing. This is therefore a 
thing of ſo great conſequence to our Peace and 


Union, that tends ſo much to the Honour of 


God, and our common _ 


and Prefervati- 
on; that no perſon who hath any real con- 
cernment for theſe rhings,” can deny it to be 
not only juſt and fitting, but in our circum- 
ſtances neceflary to be done, if it can be made ap- 
pear to be lawful, or thatthey can do it with a good 
Conlcience. 

And thiz 1s the ſubject Idefign to {peak to at 
this time; and for that purpoſe have made choice 
of chete words of the Apoſtle, Newertheleſs, where: 


to 


} 


(5) 
fo We have already attained, let us walk by the ſame rule, 
let us mind the ſame things. 

For our better underſtanding the full ſcope and 
meaning of the Apoſtle in theſe words, we are 
to conſider, that an unhappy Schiſm, or wilful 
breach of the Churches Unity, had begun in the 
Apoſtles times, upon the difference that aroſe 


concerning the neceſſity of keeping the Law of 


Moſes. And that which made the Schiſm the more 
dangerous, -was that the firſt beginners of it 
pretended a Commiſſion from the Apoſtles 
themſelves at Jeruſalem, and were extreamly bu- 
fie and induſtrious to gain and keep up a party 
to themſelves in - the moſt flouriſhing Churches 
planted by the Apoſtles. Ar Antioch they bore ſo 
great a {way , that St. Peter himſelf complyed 


with them, and not only other Jews , but Barnabas Gal. 2. 12, 


alſo was carried away with'their diſſumulation. Tnſo- 
much that had it not been for the courage and 
reſolution of St. Paul, all the Gentile Chriſtians 
had been either forced to a compliance with the 
Jews, or to a perpetual Schiſm, ( of which 


St. Peter had been in probability the Head, and 


' Not of the Churches unity if St. Paul had not vigo-- 


rouſly oppoled ſo dangerous a compliance ) Bur 
finding ſo good ſuccels in his endeavours at 41- 
tioch, he purſues thoſe falſe Apoſtles, who made 
it their buſineſs to divide and ſeparate the Chri- 
ftians from each ochers Communion through all 


the: 


Act. 15.24. 


I3. 


(6) 
the Churches, where they had, or were like to 
make any great impreſſion. He writes his Epy/tle 
to the Galatjans purpoſely againſt them ; he warns 
the Chriſtians at Rome of them. Now I beſcech you 


17» Brethren mark them which cauſe Diviſions and Offences 


contrary to the Doftrme which you have learned, and 
avoid them. And becauſe he had underſtood.they 
had been buſie at Philipp: ro make a party there 
£00, therefore the Apoſtle to prevent their deſigns, 
makes uſe of this following method. 

1. He exhorts the Philippians to an unanimous 
and conſtant reſolution , in holding faſt to the 
faith of the Goſpel, in ſpight of all the threats 


Phil. r, 27, and malice of their. enemies : That ye ſtand faſt 
29. tm one ſpirit , with one mind , ſtriving together for "the 


faith of the Goſpel ; and in nothing terrified by your adyer- 
ſaries. If once the fears of troubles and perſecuti- 
ons make men afraid to own and maintain their 
Relision, it will be an eafje matter for their 


- enemies firſt to divide, and then to ſubdue them. 


Bur their courage and unanimity in a good 
Caule baffles the attempts of the moſt daring Ad- 


verſaries, and makes them willing to retrear 


- when they ſee they can neither diſunite them nor 
make them afraid. 


2. He beſeeches them in the moſt vehe- 
ment and affeftionate manner, not to give 
way to any differences or diviſions among them, 


Phils. & 2. If there be therefore any confolatio m Chriſt, if any 


comport 


(7) 
comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of the ſpirit, if any 
bowels and mercies ; fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like 
minded, hacvng the ſame love ; being of one accord, of 
one mind. As though he had ſaid unto them, I have 
ſeen the miſerable eftes of diviſions in other 
Churches already ; how our Religion hath been 
reproached, the Goſpel hindred, and the Croſs 
of Chriſt rendred of little or no effe&t by reaſon 
of them; let me therefore intreat you, if you 
have any regard to the Peace and Welfare of 
your own ſouls; if you have any ſenſe of your 
duty you owe to one another as members of the 
ſame body ; if you have any tenderneſs or pity 
towards me, avoid the firſt rendencies to any 
breaches among you; entertaia no unjuſt ſuſpi- 
cions or jealouſies of each other , ſhew all the. 
kindneſs you are able ro your fellow members ; 
live as thoſe that are acted by the ſame foul 
( ug) carry on the lame deſign; and as much 
as poſſible prevent any differences. in opinions: 
amongl(t you. 

3. He warns them and gives cautions againſt 
ſome perſons from whom their greateſt danger 
was, viz, fuch as pretended a mighty zeal for: 
the Law : And very well underſtanding the mil- 
chief of their deſigns under their ſpecious pre- 
rences, he beſtows very ſeyere characters upon 
them, verſ. 2. DBewareof Dogs, beware of evil workers, 
beware of the Conciſiom. All winch Characters 
relate 


($8) 
relate to the breaches and diviſions which the 
made in the Chriſtian Churches ; which like 
Dogs they did tear. in pieces, and thereby didun- 
ſpeakable miſchief, and fo were evil workers ; and 
by the Conciſion St. Chryſoſtom underſtands ſuch a 
cutting in pieces as tends to the deſtruction of a 
thing ; and therefore, ſaith he, the Apoſtle called 
them xe]aJowir z, im Þ "Enxanciay evergav]ſe xglariurer be- 
caule they endeavoured to cut in pieces, and 
thereby to deſtroy the Church of God. But leſt 
they ſhould give out that St. Paul ſpoke this out 
of a particular pique he had taken up againſt 
the Law of Moſes, he declares that as to the ſpi- 
ritual intention and deſign of the Law it was ac- 
compliſhed in Chriſtians, verl. 3. For we are the 
Circumciſion which worſhip God im the ſpirit, and re- 
joice in Chriſt Jeſus, and have no confidence m the fleſh. 
And for his own part, he had as much reaſon 
to glory in legal priviledges as any of them all, 
Terſ. 4,5, 6. #but the excellency of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt had {ſo prevailed upon his mind, that 
he now deſpiſed the things he valued be- 
fore, and made it his whole buſineſs to attain 
to the glorious reward which this Religion pro- 
miſeth. This he purſues from er/. 7, to 
wer. 15. 

Having done this, he verfwad:s all 
good Chriſtians to do as he did, verl. 15. / et us 
therefore, as many as be purfett , be thus minded. But 

becauſe 


: (9) 
becauſe many diſputes and differences as to opini- 
on and practice might happen among them, he 
therefore lays down two Rules for Fa LO g0- 
vern themſelves by. | 

1. If any happen'd to differ from the body of 
Chriftians they lived with, they ſhould do it with 
great Modeſty and Humility , not breaking our 
into factions and diviſions, but waiting for far- 
ther information, which they may expect that God 
will give upon a diligent and ſober uſe of the belt 
means; And if m any thing ye be otherwiſe minded, G94 
ſhall reveal even this unto you. By leaving them to 
Gods immediate care for farther illumination, he 
doth not bid them depend upon extraordinary re- 
velation ; but requires them to wait upon God in 
his own way, without proceeding with the falle 
Apoſtles to the ways of Faction and Separation, 
and in the mean time to go as far as they could. 

2. For thoſe who were come to a firmneſs and 
ſettlement of judgement upon the Chriſtian prin- 
ciples, he charges them by all means to preſerve 
Unity and Peace among themſelves. Whereto we 
have already attained, let us walk by the ſame Rule, let 
1s mind the ſame things. 

Wherein the Apoſtle ſuppoſes two things. 

I. The neceſſity of one fixed and certain Rule, 
notwithſtanding the different attainments among 
Chriſtians. Nevertheleſs, whereto we have already at- 
tained, let us walk by the ſame Rule. 

C 


I 1. The 


(10) : 

11: The duty and obligation which lies upon 
the beſt Chriſtians to obſerve ir. He doth not 
{peak to the ignorant and unthinking multitude 
not to the licenticus rabble, nor to the carnal and 
worldly Church ; which ſome think are only de- 
frous of Uniformiry; bur to the very beſt Chri- | 
ſtians ; to thoſe who had 2ot the ſtart of others 
( as the words here fignific S) that they would be 
an example of Peace and Unity - to. cheir Bre- 
thren. 

I. The neceſſity of one fixed and- certain Rule, 
aotiwith ſtanding the different attainments , of Chri- 
ſtians. T5 way aux» wire, Which Phraſe ſeems to 

e a continuation of the former alluſion to a Rec. 
x30 48% For as Enſtathins obſerves, the firſt thing the Greeks 
= 79 ©: were wont to do as to their exerciſes, was to cir- 
«T $269, Ih 5 EG : 
2c. z., . Cumicribe the bounds within which they were to 

be performed. "Fhar which fixed and determined 
chele limits was called Ker» by the Greeks, and. 

Regwa and Lie by the Latins : thence tranſt- 

lire lineas in Cicer? is to commit a fault, to break 
the bounds within which weare confined, 

All che queliton is, what the Apoſtle means by 
this Rule, whether oaly 2 Rule of Charity and. 
murual forbearance, witch a liberty of. different 
pradticezor fuch a Rule which limits and determines 
the manner of practice. Ir cannot be the former, 
becaule that is the caſe, rhe IN had ſpoken to 
juſt before. If mM any 7 mr ye be otherwiſe minded ; 

| there fore h 


LINMI. 


UM 


(11) 

herefore now ſubjoining this with reſpect to thoſe 
who had gone beyoad them, he doth imply ſuch 
an agrecment and uniformity of Practice as doth 
lie 1n oblcrving the fame ſtanding Rule. For 
which we muit t conſider, that they underſtood al- 
ready what orders and directions he had given 
them when a Church was firſt formed among 
them; and therefore when the Apoſtle mentions 
a Rule without declaring what it was, we have 
reaſon to believe, it was tuch a Rule which they 
very well knew, which he had given to them be- 
fore. So we find elſewhere the Apoſtle refers to 
{uch Rules of Government and Order, which he 
had given to other Churches, and were already 
R_ ved and practiſed among them. For the 

A>iftles did not write their Epiltles for the found- 
ing of Churches, but they were already in being ; 
only they cook. notice of any di ſorders among 
them, aid reformed abuſes, and left ſome things 
ro their 0n directions, when they 1hould come 
amons t mow And the reſt will T ſet in order when 


T come. As the Lord hath calied every one, fo let boi 


Walk; and fo ordai T in all the _— cs, Whicii 
ſherws that the Apoſtles did nor leave all perſons 
ro act as they judged fit, but did make Rules de- 
rermining ; tay practice, and obliging them to 
unikc ormity theretia. For might not men pretend 
that theſe vere not things in themiclves necef]a- 
ry, and might be ſcrupled bylome Perfor 15, ana 
2 there - 


ow 


(12) 

therefore were not fit to be impoſed upon any? 
But Ido not find that the Apoſtles on this account 
did forbear giving Rules in ſuch caſes, and to ob- 
lige Chriſtians to obſerve them ; and that not on 
the meer Authority of Apoſtles , but as Gover- 
nours of Churches , whoſe butfinefs it is to take 
care of the welfare and preſervation of them. 
There are many things which ſeem very little 
and inconfiderable in themſelves, whoſe conſe- 
quence and tendency 1s very great ; and the wiſ- 
dom of Governours lies in preventing the danger 
of little things, and keeping the zeal of well- 
meaning perlons within its due bounds. For, 
thoſe who are engaged below in the Valley, fight- 
ing in ſmall parties, and purſuing their advantages, 
do run into their enemies Camp before they 
are aware of it, may receive an unexpected check 
from their Commanders in chief, who from the 
higher ground efpie the hazard they are in by their 
over-forwardneſs, and the arts which their ene- 
mies ule in drawing them into little Companies 
to Hh feparately, and the danger they may there- 
by bring upon the whole Army;and thereforc {end 
thein a peremptory order to give over fighting by 
themi:lves and make good their retreat into the 
Body of the Army : They wonder, they complain, 
they think themſelves hardly uſed ; but no un- 
derſtznding man blames their Generals who re- 
gzrd their ſ:fery more. than they do pm 

and 


(13) 

_ and know the allowing them the Liberty they de- 
fire, would endanger the deſtruction of them all. 
This Wiſdom and Condudt of Governours,is quite 
another thing from the Zeal and Courage of infe- 
riour Perſons; who knowing their own reſolution 

and integrity, think much to be controlled ; bur 

thoſe who ſtand upon higher Ground and ſee 
further than they can do, muſt be allowed a bet- 
ter capacity of judging what makes for the fafe 
of the whole, than they can have : and ſuch things 
which they look on in themſelves, and therefore. 
think them mean and rrifling, the other look 
| upon them in their conſequence, and the influence 
they may have upon the publick ſafery. It were 
extreamly deſirable that all good and uſeful men 
ſhould enjoy as much farisfaction as might be, bur: 
if it cannot be attained without running great ha-. 
zards of unſettling all, itis then to be confidered,. 
whether the general ſafety or ſome mens particu-- 
lar fatisfaftion be the more defirable... And: 
this is that, which the example of the Apoſtles: 
themſelves gives us reaſon to confider , for al-- 
though there were many doubts and ſcruples in 
their times about ſeveral Rites: and - Cuſtoms ,. 
et the Apoltles did give Rules.in ſuch caſes, and- 
bind Chriſtians to obſerve: them; as we find in 

that famous decree made upon great: deliberati- A&.15.28. 

on, in a Council of the Apoſtles at Jerſalem ; 

wherein they dezermined thoſe things waich they 
knew - 


UMI 


Ron. 1.1. 
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knew where then ſorupled, and continned fo to 
be afterwards, whereever the Judaizing Chriti- 
a5 prevailed. Burt notwithitanding, all their diſ- 
ſatisfaction , the Apoltles continued the ſame 
Rule; and S. Parl here requires tne molt forward 
Chriſtians to miad their Rule, and to preſerve 
Peace and Unity among chemſclv es. 

But doth not $. Paul im the 1 4th Chapter of his Epiſtle 
to the Romans lay down quite another Rule, viz. only 
of mutual forbearance mn ſuch caſes, Where men are un- 
ſatisfied in Conſcience ? 

| anſwer, that the Apoſtle did act like a pru- 
dent Gvernour, and in ſuch a manner , as he 
thought, did moſt tend to the propagation of the 
Golpel, and the good of particular Churches. In 
{ome Churches that - conſiſted moſt of Jews, as 
the Church of Rome at this time did, and where 
they did not impole the neceſſity of keeping the 
Law on the Gentile Chriſtians ( as we do not find 
ney did at Rome ) the Apoſtle was w illing to have 
the Law buried as decently, and with as little 
noiſe as might be; and therefore in this cafe, he 
periivades both parties to Forbearance and Chari- 
ty, in avoiding the judging and cenſurinz one any: 
ther , ſince they had an equal rezard to the banow 
of God m what they did. But in thoſe Churches, 
waere the fall2 Apoſtles made ule of this pretence, 
of the Levitical Law being ſtill in force, to d:- 
vide the Churches, and to ſeparate the Commu- 


nion 
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nion of Chriſtians; there the Apoſtle bids therh 
beware of them, aad their practices ; as being of 
a dangerous and pernicious conſequence. So 
that the preſerving the Peace of the Church, and 
preventing Separation was the great meaſure, 
according to which, the Apoſtle gave his dire&ti- 
ons; and that makes him ſo much inſiſt on this 
advice to the Philippians , that "whatever their at- 
rainments in Chriſtianity were, they ſhould walk 
ty the ſame Rule, and mind the fame thmos. 

II. Wetake notice of the Duty and obligation 
thar lies upon the beſt Chriſtians, to walk by the ſame 
Rule, to mind the ſame thmos. 

From whence ariſe two very conſiderable En- 
quiries. 

' 1. How far the obligation doth extend to com- 
ply with an eſtabliſhed Rule, and to preſerve the 
Peace of the Church we live in ? 

2. What is to be done, if men cannot come 
up to that Rule ? For the Apoſtle ſpeaks only 
of ſuch as haye attained ſo fars Whereto we have 
already attamed, let us walk by the ſame Rule. 

1. How far the obligation doth extend to - 
comply with an eſtabliſhed Rule, and to pre- 
ijerve the Peace of the Church we live in ? This 
I think the more neceflary to be ſpoken to, be- 
cauſe I cannot perſwade my felt that fo many 
icrupulous and conſcientious men as are at this 
day amonz us would live {ſo many years in 
2 known ; 
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a.known fin; i.e. in a ſtate of Separation from 
the Communion of a Church, which in Conſci- 
ence they thought themſelves obliged tocommu- 
nicate with. It muſt be certainly ſome great mi- 
ſtake in their judgements mult lead them to this ; 
(for Iam by no means willing to impure it to pal- 
ſion and evil deſigns) and out of the hearty deſire 
I have, if poſlible, to give ſatisfaction in this mat- 
ter, I ſhall endeavour to ſearch to the bottom of 
this dangerous miſtake, to which we owe ſo much 
of our preſent diftraftions andfears. 

But for the better preventing all mil{-under- 
ſtanding the deſign of my Diſcourſe, I delire ir 
may be conſidered 

1. ThatlI ſpeak not of the Separation or diſtin& 
Communion of Whole Churches from each other ; 
which according tothe Scripture, Antiquity and 
Reaſon, have a juſt Right and Power to Govern 
and Reform themſelves. By Whole Churches , I 
mean, the Churches of ſuch Nations , which up- 
on the decay of the Roman Empire , reſumed 
their juſt Right of Government to themſelves, 
and upon their owning Chriſtianity, incorpora- 
ted into one Chriſtian Society, under the ſame 
common ties and Rules of Order and Govern- 
ment. Such as the Church of Macedonia would have 
been, if from being a Roman Province it had be- 
come a Chriſtian Kingdom, and the Churches of 
Thefſalonica, Philippi and the reſt had united together. 

And 
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And ſo the ſeveral Churches of the Lydian or Pro- 
conſular Aſia, if they had been united in one King- 
dom, and Governed by the ſame Authority, un- 
der the ſame Rules, might have been truly called 
the Lydian Church. Juſt as ſeveral Families uni- 
ting make one Kingdom , which at firſt had a 
diſtin& and independent Power , but ir would 
make ſtrange confuſion in the world to reduce. 
Kingdoms back again to Families, becauſe at firſt 
they were made up of -them. Thos National 
Churches are National Societies of Chriſtians , 
under the ſame Laws of Government and rules of 
Worſhip. For the true notion of a Church is no 
| more than of a Society of men united together for 
their Order and Government according to the 
. Rules of the Chriſtian Religion. And it is a great 
miſtake, to make the notion of a Church barely to 
relate to 4&s of Worſhip; and conſequently that 
the adequate notion of a Church, is an Aſſembly. 
for Dirome Worſhip; by which means they ap- 
propriate the name of Churches to particular 
Congregations. Whereas, if this held true, the 
Church mult be diflolved afloon as the Conzregati- 
01.1s broken up ; but if they retain the nature of a 
Church , when they do not meet together for 
Worſhip, then there is ſome other bond that unites 
them; and whatever that is, it conſtitutes the - 
Church. And if there be one Catholick Church 
conſifting of multitudes of particular Churches 
D con- 
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conſenting in one Faith; then why may there 
not be one National Church from the con- 
fent in the ſame Articles of Religion, and the 
ſame Rules of Government and Order of Wor- 
ſhip? Nay, If it be mutual conſent and a- 
greement which makes a Church , then why 
may not National Societies agreeing together 
in the ſame Faith, and under the ſame Go- 
vernment and Diſcipline, be as truly and proper- 
ly a Church, as any particular Congregation 2 
For, is notthe Kingdom of France as truly a King- 
dom conſiſting of ſo many Provinces ; as the 

* >» 02-27; Fngdom of Tvetot once was in Normandy, which 

Zif.Gatzc. conliſted of a very ſmall territory ? Among the 
2 2-p. 126: Athenians, from whom the uſe of the word Euunde 
came into the Chriſtian Church, it was taken for 
fuch an Aſſembly, which had the Power of Governing 
and determining matters of Religion as well as 
the affairs of State.For the Senate of 500 being di- 
tributed into fifties according to the number 
of the Tribes, which fucceeded by courſe through 
2; rt Fae year; and wasthen called mqranuwon gz; CVErY 
itt. Potlux : : 
Onemnaſt, ONE of theſe had 4 Vopumor EXKANOTGH Regular Aſemblies 2 
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<> 14 Þ in the laſt of which, an account of the Sacrifices 
21 * was taken and of other matters which concerned 


charn. At Religion; as in the Comitia Calata at Rome. From 
1/1. whence we may obſerve, that it was not the-meet- 

ing of one of the fingle Tribes, was called 
| F-xarda, but the General Meeting of the Magi- 
| {rates 
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ſtrates of the whole Ciry and the People together. 
And in this ſenſe I ſhall ſhew afterwards, the 
word was uſed in the firſt Ages of the Chriſtian 
Church, as it comprehended the Ecclefiaſtical 
Governours and the People of whole Cities ; and 
why many of theſe Cities being united under one 
Civil Government, and the ſame Rules of Reli- 
gion ſhould not be called one National Church, I 


cannot underſtand. Which makes we wonder Sacriles ons 


at thoſe who ſay they cannot tell what we mean wg 


by the Charch of England ; in ſhort we mean, that Separation 


Society of Chriſtian People which in this Nation 


are united under the ſame Profeſſion of Faith, the þ. ;9. 


ſame Laws of Government, and rules of Divine 
Worſhip. And every Church thus conſtituted, we 
do aſſert to have a juſt Right of Governing it 
ſelf,and of reforming Errors in Doctrine and Cor- 
ruptions in Worſhip. 

On which Ground, we are acquitted from the 
imputation of Schiſm in the ſeparation from the 
Roman Church, for we only reſume our juſt 
Rights, as theBrittiſh Nation did , as to Civil 
Government,upon the Ruine of the Roman Em- 

ire. 
, 2. I do not intend to ſpeak of the Terms upon 
which Perſons are to be admitred among us to 
the Exerciſe of the Funfion of the Miniſtry ; but 
of the Terms of Lay-communtion ; i. e. thoſe which are 
neceſſary for all Perſons to joyn in our Prayers and 
| 2 SACra- 
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Sacraments and other Offices of Divine Worſhip. 
I will not ſay, there hath been a great deal of 
Art uſed to confound theſe two, ( and it is eaſe 
to diſcern to what purpoſe it is, ) but I dare ſay, 
the Peoples not underſtanding the difference of 
theſe two Caſes hath been a great occaſion of the 
preſent Separation. For inthe Judgement of ſome 
of the moſt impartial men of the Difſenters at this 
day, alchough they think the caſe of the Miniſters 
very hard on the account of Sabſcriptions and 
Declarations required of them; yet they confeſs 
very little is to be ſaid on the behalf of the Peo- 
ple, from whom none of thoſe things are requi- 
red. So that the People are condemned.in their 
Separation, by their own Teachers; but how 
they can preach lawfullyto a People who com- 
mit a fault in hearing them, I do not under- 
ſtand. 

3. I do not confound bare ſuſpending. Communt- 
on m ſome particular Rites, which perſons do mo- 
deſily icruple, anduſing it in what they judge to 
be lawful ; with cither cotal, or at leaſt ordinary for- 
bearance of Communion in what they judge to be lawful ; 
and proceeding to the forming of Separate Congregations ; 
i. e. under other Teachers, and by other Rules 
than what the eſtabliſhed Religion allows. And 
this 1s the preſent caſe of Separation which I intend 
tro conſider, and to make the ſmfulneſs and miſchief 
of it appear. - | 
But 
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But that I may do it more convincingly, I will 
not make the difference wider than it is ; but lay 
down impartially the /tate of the preſent Contro- 
verlte between us and our diſſenting Brethren, about 
Communion with our Churches. 


1. They unanimouſly confeſs they find no fault Peace-of- 


. 8 f . . 
with the Do&ttrime of our Church, and can freely ſub- Oe 


ſcribe to all the Dofrmal Articles : nay they pro- of the Con- 
. is y regatlo». : 
tels greater zeal for many of them, than, ſay they, Hp : _y 
foine of our own Preachers do. Well then! The cale 4.D. 1665. 
is vaſtly different as to their ſeparation from us , 7; 19, 11. 
DBaxters 


and our ſeparation from the Church of Rome ; Hefence of 


v 


for we declare, if there were nothing elſe amils his Cure, 
among them, their DoCtrines are ſuch, as we can I 
never give our afſent to. ' yer no 
2.* They generally yield,thar our Parochial Churches Schilm, 
are true Churches ; and it is with theſe their Commus- {DiCourſe 
nion is required. They do not deny that we have concerning 
all the eſſentials of true Churches, true Doftrine,true —_— 
Sacraments, and an implicite Covenant between Paſtors Church. : 
and People. And ſome of the moſt eminent of _ and 
the Congregational way have declared ; that they oo” 924, 
look upon it as an unjuſt calumny caſt upon them, that they ga 
look upon our Churches as no true Churches, pr ef 
. Many of them declare, that they hoid communt- p. 41. 
on with our Churches to be {awful. Yea we are told £97" 
in Print, by one then preſent, that 4. D. 1663. kis Gure, 
divers of their Preachers m London met to confuler, p- 35: 
how far it was lawful, .or their duty to communicate with 


the 


Defence of 
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the Pariſh-Churches where they lived, m the Liturgy and 
Sacraments ; and that the Relator brought m tyenty 
Reaſons to prove that it 4s a duty to ſome to join with 
ſome Pariſh-Churches three times a year m the Lords 


Supper ; after he had not only proved it lawful to 


uſe a form of Prayer, and to jom mm the uſe of our Li- 
turgy, but in the participation of the Sacrament with ug ; 
and no one of the Brethren, he adds, ſeemed to diſſent, 
but to take the Reaſons to be valid. Such another 
meeting , we are told , they had after the Plague 
and Fire , at which they agreed that Communion 
with our Churches was m it ſelf lawful and 
Who could have imagined otherwiſe , 
chan that after the weight of /o many Reaſons , 
and ſuch a general conſent among them, they 
ſhould have all joyned with us in what them- 
ſelves judged to be lawful, and in many caſes a 
duty ? Bur inſtead of this, we have rather ſince 
that time found them more inclinable to courſes 
of ſeparation, filling the people with greater pre- 
judices againſt our Communion, and gariering 
them into fixed and ſeparate Congrer: 10s ; 
which have proceeded to the choice ot +. 24 Pa- 
ſtors upon the death of old ones; anc cxcepr 
ſome very few, ſcarce any, either of ther 
Preachers or People here, come ordinarily t© the 
publick Congregations. And this is that which at 
preſent we lament as a thing which unavcida\ly 
tends to our common ruine, if not in time pre- 
WOELTEN 2 
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vented; for by this means the hearts of the Peo- 
ple arealienated from each other, who apprehend 
the differences to be much greater than their 
Teachers will allow, when they. are put to de- 
clare their minds; and our common enemies take 
as much advantage from our differences, as if 
they were really far greater than they are. 

But you may ask, what then are the grounds 
of the preſent Separation ? for that there 1s ſuch a 
thing is diſcernible by all, but what the reaſons of 
it are is hard to underſtand after theſe conceſli- 
ons ; yet it 1s notconceivable that conſcientious 
men can in ſuch a juncture of affairs perſiſt in ſo 
obſtinate and deſtructive a courſe of ſeparation, 
unleſs they had ſomething art laſt fit to anſwer 
the twenty Reaſons of their own Brethren. againſt 
n? - 

I have endeavovred to give my ſelf farisfacti- 
on ina matter of ſo great moment to the Peace 
and Preſervation of this Church, and conſequent- 
ly of the Proteſtant Religion among us ; which 
I never expect to lee {urvive the deſtruction of the 
Church of England. 

And the utmoſt IT can find in the beſt Wri- 
ters of the ſeveral Parties, amounts to theſe two. 
things. | 

i. That although they are in a ſtate of ſeparation from. 
our Church, yet this ſeparation is no ſin, | 


Te That: 
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2. That a State of Separation would be a fin, but not- 
withſtanding their meeting in different places, yet they are 
not im a ſtate of Separation. 
And herein lies the whole ſtrength of the ſeveral 
Pleas at this day made ule of to juſtifie the Separate 
Congreecations : both which I ſhall now examine. 
1. Some plead, that it is true they harve diſtin and 
eparate Communions from us , but it is no ſin, or cul- 
Difque pable ſeparation ſo to have. For , ſay they , Our 
Evantell-- Lord Chriſt inſtituted only Congregational Churches , or 
cal Love, particular Aſſemblies for Di-ome Worſhip, which having 
_— 4 the ſole Church power m themſelves, they are under no oblt- 
Unity,p.68. zation of Communton With other Churches, but only to 
Baxrers Preſerve Peace and Charity with them, And to this 
trueand doctrine, others of late approach fo near, 
Ty that they tell us, that to deviſe new ſpecies of Churches 
cord, 4.D. ( beyond Parochial or Congregational ) without Gods Au- 
1680.p. thority, and to impoſe them on the world ( yea in his name ) 
f*.  andcall all Diſſenters Schiſmaticks, 1s a far worſe uſurpa- 
tion, than to make or impoſe new Ceremonies or Lituries. 
Which muſt ſuppoſe Congregational Churches to 
be ſo much the Inſtitution of Chriſt, that any other 
Conſtitution above theſe is both unlawful and in- 
ſupportable. Which is more than the Independent 
Brethren themſelves do aflerr. 
But to clear the practice of Separation from be- 
ing a fin on this account, two things are neceſlary 
to be done. | 
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. 1. Toprovethata Chriſtian hath no obligati- 
on toexternal Communion beyond a Congrega- 
tional Church. 

4 Thar it is lawful to break off Communion 
with other Churches, to ſer up a particular inde- 

endent Church. 

4- That a Chriſtian hath no oblieation to exter- 
nal Communion beyond a particular Congregational 
Church. They do not deny, that men by Baptiſm 


are admitted into the Catholick viſible Church as Mem- Evangeli- 


bers of it ; and that there ought to be a fort of Communion 


by mutual Lecue among all that belong to this Body : and 52. 
ro do them Right, they declare that they look upon p- 54- 


the Church of England, or the Generality of the Nation 
profeſſing Chriſtianity, to be as ſound and healthful a part 
of the Catholick Church, as any in the World. But then 
they ſay, Communion in ordinances muſt be only in ſuch 
Churches as Chriſt himſelf inſtituted by unalterable Rules 
which were only particular and Congregational Churches. 
Granting this to be true, how doth it hence ap- 
pear not to bea fin to ſeparate from our Parochial 
Churches , which according to their own conceſ- 
ſions have all the Efſentials of true Churches 2 
Aid what Ground can they have to ſeparate and 
d&i-1d2 thoſe Churches, which for all that we can 
. 2, are of the ſame nature with the Churches 
21:5 by the Apoltles ar Corinth, Philippi or Theſſa- 
£2 Bur I in:uſt needs ſay further, I have ne- 
- "<ſeen any tolerable proof, that the Churches 
planted 
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planted by the. Apoſtles were limited to Congre- 
oations.. Ir is poſſible, at firit, there might be 
no more Chriſtians in one City than could meer 
in one Aſſembly for Worſhip; but where dgrh it 
appear ,. that when they multiplied into more 
Congregations, they did make new and diſtin 
Churches., under new Officers with a Separate 
Power of Government? Of this, I am well afſu- 
red, there is no mark or footſtep in the New Te- 
ſtament, or the whole Hiſtory of the Primitive 
Church. -I do not thipk it will appear credible 
to any conſiderate man, that the 5o000:Chriſtians. 


in the Church of Jeruſalem made oe - ſtated and 


SO OO 


fixed Congregation for divine. Worſhip ; + Not — 
make all the allowances for ſtrangers which-&n be 


defired : bur if this were granted, where are. the: 
unalterable Rules that afſoon as the company be- 
came too great for one particular Aſſembly, they muſt 
become a new Church under peculiar, Officers: 
and an independent Authority ? WE: 
It is very ſtrange, that thoſe who contend fo 
much for the Scriprures being a .perfe&t. Rule of 
all things pertain:ng.to worthip'and Diſcipline, 
ſhould be able ro producenothing in ſo neceſſary 
a Point, Tf that of: which we read the cleareſt in- 
{t:nces in Scripture, mult be the Standard of all 
furure Ages, much more might be ſaid for li- 
miting Churches to private families, than to par- 
ticular Congregations, For, do we not read of 
| the 
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the Church that was mm the Houſe of Priſcilla and Aqui- _ 16, 
laat Rome; of the Church that was in the Houſe of 2. Color =» 
Nymphas at Colofſe; and in the Houſe of Phile- Phitem.v.2. 


mon at Laodicea ? Why then ſhould not Churches 
| be reduced to particular Famis, when. by that 
means they may fully enjoy the Liberty of their 
Conſciences;and avoid —_ (candal of breaking the 
Laws ? Bur if notwithſtanding ſuch plain exam- 
ples, men will extend Churches tra Congregations 
of many Fanulies ; why may not others exrend 
Churches to thoſe Societies which conſiſt of many 
Congregations ? Eſpecially conſidering, that the A- 
poſtles when they inſticured Chur ches, did appoint 
{uch Officers in them, ashad not barely a reſpect 
ro thoſe already covered, but to as many as pu 
their means {hould be added ro the Church; 

Clemens affirms in his Epiſtle ; The Apoſtles, Gith he 


went about in Cities and Conntries pr eaching the Goſpel PO 
and appointed their Fn /t fruits, þ, vis made a ſpiri 1tual p. 55. 


trial of them , for Biſhops and Deacons, TH puemovmoy mayor, 
of thoſe who were to believe. From Haan the number 
of Converts were looked on as an acceſſion to the 
Original Church , and were under the care and 
_ emment of the Biſhop and Presbyters, who 
vere firſt ſettled there. For although when the 
Chi arches increaſed , the occaſi onal meetings 
were frequent in Reveal - ces; vert {till there 

was but oe Church, andone 4itar, and one B: preftry, 
and ow Biſhop, with many Presbyter, allſting 
E. 2 [nin hins. 
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him. And this is ſo very plain in Antiquity, as 
to the Churches planted by the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves in ſevewal parts, that none but a great ſtran- 


ger to the Hiſtory of the Church 


Unicuique civitats erat attri- ca ever callitin queſtion. FG 
bnta certa regio, que Presby- 


teros inde ſumeret, & welu Calvin,a perſon of great and deſerved 
eorpori Eccleſia illizs accenſe- reputation among our Brethren , 


retur, Calvin. Inſti. 1.4. C. 4. 


N. 2, 


looks upon this as a matter out of 
diſpute among learned men, that 
a Church did not only takein the Chriſtians of a 
whole City, but of the adjacent Country too : 
and the contrary opinion is a very novel and late 
fancy of ſome among us, and hath not age enough 
to plead a Preſcription. Ir js true, after ſome 
time in the greater Cities, they had diſtinct places 
allotted, and Presbyters fixed among them ; and 
ſuch allotments were called Titles at Rome, and . 
Laure at Alexandria , and Pariſhes in other places; 
but theſe were never thought then to be new 
Churches, or to have any independent Govern- 
ment in themſelves; but were all in ſubjecti- 
on to the Biſhop and his College of Presbyrters, 
of which multitudes of examples might be 
brought from moſt authentick Teſtimonies of 
Antiquity ; if a thing ſo evident needed 
any proof at all. And yet this diſtribution 
even in Cities was fo uncommon in thoſe elder 
times, that Epiphanius takes notice of it as an ex- 
traordinary thing at Alexandria ; and therefore it 
s probably ſuppoſed there was no ſuch thing = 
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all the Cities of. Creet in his time. And if we Petav. me. 
look over the antient Canons of the Church, we qe 
{hall find two things very plain in them, (1.) That 
the notion of a Church was the ſame with that of Con. Nt. 
a Dioceſe; or ſuch a number of Chriſtians as ——_ 
were under the inſpection of a Biſhop. (2.) That cftan.c.. 
thoſe Presbyters who reje&ted the Authority of Calced. 17. 
their Biſhop, or affected ſeparate meetings, where 74,.c. c.2. 
no fault could be found with the Doctrine of a Codex Ecct. 
Church, were condemned of Schiſm. So the fol- _ PRI 
lowers of Euſtathius Sebaſftenus , who withdrew © 
from the publick Congregations on pretence of 
greater ſanctity and purky, in Paphlagonia, were 
condemned by the Council at Gangre; ſo were 
thoſe who ſeparated from their Biſhops, though concil.Coje. 
otherwiſe never ſo orthodox, by the Council at ©, _ 
Conſtantinople, and the Council at Carthage ; where- ag. c. 10, 
in before St. Cyprian had ſo juſtly complained of 1:- 
the Schiſm of Feliciſſimus and his Brethren, who = wr *Þ 
on pretence of ſorne diforders in the Church of 
Carthage had withdrawn to the Mountains; and 
there laid the Foundation of the Novatian Schiſm. 
Bur when falſe Do&rine was impoſed on 4, x. 
Churches, as by the 4-rian Biſhops at Antioch, then hip. 1. 1. 
the people were excuſed in their ſeparation ; ſo 72%: 
at Rome when Felix was made Biſhop ; and at c. 19. Y 
Sirmium when Photinus publiſhed his Herefie ; bur Yincer: 
I do not remember one inſtance in Antiquity, * an” 
wherein ſeparation from Orthodox Biſhops and 

letting 
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fetting up Meetings without their Authority and 
againſt their conſent, was acquitted from the fin 
of Schiſm. Indeed ſome Biſhops have ſometimes 
refuſed Communion with others upon great mil- 
demeanors; as Theomoſtus and St. Martm with the 
Tthacian party on the account of the death of P:4/- 
cillian, bur this doth nor at all reach to the cate 
of Presbyters ſeparating from Biſhops, with 
whom they agree in the ſame Faith. The fol- 
lowers of St. Chryſoſtom, did, I confeſs, continue 
their ſeparate Meetings after bis baniſhment, and 
the coming in of Ar/acius : but although they 
withdrew in his time, being unſatished in the 
manner of his choice; yer when Atticus reſtored 
the name of St. Chry/oſtom to the Diptychs of the 
Church, they returned tro communion with their 
Biſhop, as St. Chry/oſtom himſelf adviſed them (as 
appears by Palladius) which is far from juſtifying 
the wiltul ſeparation of Presbyters and People from 
the Communim of their Biſhops, when they do agree 
in the [ame Faith. 

2. But ſuppoſe the firſt Churches were barely 
coneregational , by reafon of the {mall number 
of Believers at that time, yet what oblization 
lies upon us to diſturb the Peace of the Church 
we live m to reduce Churches to thar , mfant- 
ſtate> They do not think it neceſtiry to re- 


duce the firſt Conmuy of Goods , which was far 


more certainly praCtited , than Congregational 
_ Churches ; 
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Churches; they do not think it neceſlary to waſh one Joh. 13.14- 


anthers feet, although Chriſt did it, and bad his 
Diſciples do as be did : they believe that the firſt 
civil Government was appointed by God himſelf 
over Families ; do they therefore think thera- 
ſelves bound to overthrow Kingdoms to bring 
things back to their firſt inſtitution ? If nor, why 
{hall the Peace of the Church be in ſo much 


worſe a condition than that of the Civil-ſtate 2 


It is very uncertain whether the Primitive form 
were ſuch as they fancy; if it were, it is more 
uncertain whether it were not {o from the circum- 
ſtances of the times, rather than from any inſtituti- 
on of Chriſt; but it is moſt certainly our duty 
to preſerve Peace and Unity among Chriſtians ; 
and'it is impoſſible. {o-to do if men break all Or- 
ders in pieces for the: fancy they have taken up of 


a Primitive Platform. Ir is a great fault among 


{ome who pretend to great niceneſs in ſome poſe: 
tive Duties, that they have lo little regard to com- 
parativve Duties ; For that which may be a duty in 
one caſe, when it:-comes to thwart a greater Duty, 


may be none. "This Doctrine we learn from our . 
bleſſed Saviour in the cafe of the obligation of the Mat, 12. +, 


Sabbath; which he makes to: yield to duries of 


Mercy. And can we think that.a Duty lying up-, 


on us, which in our circumſtances makes a far 
greater Duty impracticable? Is there any thing 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles have charged .more upon. 


the. 
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the Conſciences of all Chriſtians, than ſtudying 
to preſerve Peace and Unity among Chriſtjans ? 

Rom. 14. This is that we muſt follow after, even when it 

 Thed: 3; ſeems to fly from us; this is that we muſt apply our 

. 11. mindsto, and think it our honour to promote ; this is that 
Phil. 3. 15- which the moſt perfeft Chriſtians are the moſt zealous 
23 for; this is that, for the ſake of which we are 
commanded to pra&tiſe meekneſs, humility, patience, 
ſelf-denial and ſubmiſſion to Governours. And after all 

Heb. 13.17. this, can we imagine the attaining of ſuch an end 
ſhould depend upon mens conjectures, whether 
five thouſand Chriſtians in times of perſecution 
could make one Aſſembly for Worſhip? Or 
whether all the Chriſtians in Epheſus or Corinth 
made but one Congregation ? On what terms can 
we ever hope for Peace in the Church, if ſuch 
Notions as theſe be ground enough to diſturb it ? 
What ſtop can be put to Schiſms and Separartions, 
if ſuch pretences as theſe be ſufficient to juſtifie 
them 2 Men may pleaſe themſelves in talking of 
preſerving Peace and Love under ſeparate Com- 
munions ; but our own ſad experience ſhews the 
contrary ; for as nothing tends more to unite mens 
hearts than joyning together in the ſame Prayers 
and Sacraments ; ſo nothing doth more alienate 
mens affections, than withdrawing from each 
other into ſeparate Congregations. Whioh tempts 

{ome to ſpiritual Pride and ſcorn and contempt of 
others, as of a more carnal and worldly Church than 
them- 


Eph. 4.2,3- 
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themſelves; and provokes others to lay open the 
follies, and indiſcretions and immoralities of thoſe 
who pretend to ſo much Purity and Spirituality 
above their Brethren. 

2. Others confeſs, th.4 to live m a ſtate of ſe- 
paration from ſuch Churches, as many at leaſt of 
ours are, were a ſm ; for they ſay, that cauſcleſs re- 
nouncing Communion with true Churches is $chiſm, eſþect- 
ally if it be joyned with ſetting up Anti-Churches nnwarran- 
tably againſt them ; but this they deny that they do, 
alchough they Preach when and where it 1s for- 
bidden by Law ; and worſhip God, and admini- 
ſter Sacraments by other Rules and after a diffe- 
rent manner than what our Church requires. "This 
is not dealing with us with that fairneſs and in- 
genuity which our former Brethren uled ; for they 
avow the faC&t of ſeparation, but deny it to be fin- 
ful; theſe owning it to be ſinful, have no other 
refuge lefr but ro deny the fact, which is evident 
to all Perſons. For do they not do the very 
ſame things and in the fame manner , that -the 
others do; how comes it then to be ſeparation in 
ſome and not in others ? They are very unwil- 
ling to confels a ſeparation, becauſe they have for- 
merly condemned it with great ſeverity; and yet 
they do the ſame things for which they charged 
others as guilty of a ſmful ſeparation. 

For,the 4ſembly of Divmes urged their diſſentinsBye- 
thren to comply with their Rules of Church-Govpern- 
F nent, 


True way 
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ment, and charged them with Schiſm if they did it 

not; whereas they only deſired to enjoy {uch li- 

berty as to their ſeparate Congregations, as is now 

Papers for Pleaded for by our diſſenting Brethren, This, ſay 

Accommo- they, wonld give countenance to a perputual Schiſm and 

— ' Diviſion in the Church, ſHll drawing away ſome from the 
priate ; < _ GE 

1643. p. 16. Churches under the Rule, which alſo would breed irrita- 

p- 20, 21. tions between the Parties; and would introduce all man= 

ner of Confuſion. And they thought it a very un- 

reaſonable thing for them to deſire diſtin& ond ſc- 

parated Congregations, as to thoſe parts of worſhip where 

they could jom im Communion with them : and they 

thought no Perſon was to be indulged a to any 

P. 22. Error or Scruple of Conſcience ; * but with this Provi- 

ſo, that m all other parts of worſhip they join with the 


Government to be eſtabliſhed. To this the dil- 
P.25. ſenting Brethren anſwered , that ſuch a variation, 
or forbearance could neither be a Schiſm, nor endanzer it ; 
and that the great cauſe of Schiſm hath been a ſtrict oblt- 
gaticn of all to Wniformity ; that as long as m their ſepas 
_ Congregations they did prattiſe moſt of the fame 
things, and the moſt [ubſtantial in their Rule, it could 
not be called a total ſeparation, eſpecially conſidering, that 


P.28,25, they profeſſed their Churches to be true Churches; and 
30, 


the very fame Plea made uſe- of at this da 
among us. To which the Aflemblies part 


Churches 


Congregation Wherem they live; and be under the 


that they had oecaftonal Communion With them, whichis. 


tmartly replied , that ſince they acknowledged their 


(35) 
Churches to be ſo true, that they could occaſionally join 
in all Acts of worſhip, they conceived they were bound to 
aft with them mn joint Communion by one Common Rule, 
and not by different Rules and im ſeparated Congregatt- 
ons, And they add, that to leave all ordinary Com: 
munion in any Church with- diſlike , when oppoſition or f- 


fence. offers it ſelf, is to ſeparate from fuch a Church im 


the Scripture ſenſe ; ſuch ſeparation was not in being im 
the Apoſtles times, unleſs it were uſed by falſe Teachers ; 
all who profeſſed Chriſtianity held Communion together, 
as in one Church, notuihſtanding differences of Fudge- 
ment , or corruptions in Praftice ; and that , if they 
can hold occaſuomal Communion without ſm, they know n9 
reaſon why it may not be ordinary Withcut ſin too, and 
then ſeparation would be needleſs. To which they 
ſubjoin theſe remarkable words, which I hearti- 
ly with our Brethren at this day would think ſe- 
rioully upon, To ſeparate from thoſe Churches ordinarily 
and -Tiſtbly with Whom occaſionally you may join without 


in, ſecrmeth to be a moſt unjuſt ſeparation. So that 


whatever falſe colours and pretences ſome men 
make ule of to juſtifie their preſent practice, if 
the judgement of their own Brethren may be taken 
upon the moſt weighty debate, and moſt ſerious 
deliberation, it 1sno better than plain and down- 


right ſepar.ition,., And I muſt needs ſay, I never 


{vw any Caule more weakly defended, no, not 
char of Polyg.ony and Anabaptiſm ; than that of 


thoſe, wao allow it to be lawful to join in Com- 


F 2 munion 
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munion with us,. and yet go about to vindicate 
the ſeparate Meetings among us , from the guilt 
of a ſmful ſeparation. For although they allow 
our Churches to. be true, and that it is lawful to 
communicate with them , which is the moſt plan- 
ſible Plea they have, this is fo far from extenua- 
ring, that it doth aggravate the fault ; for as the 
Brethren. of the Aflembly faid, Though they do not 
pronounce an a firmative Judgement agamſt us ; yet the ve- 
ry ſeparating 15 a tacit and praftical condemning of our 
Churches, if not 4s fal e, yet As mmpure. 


Bur whatever may be faid as to other Pleas for 


their preſent practices, my Text ſeems to afford 
the ſtrongeſt of all, x13, that men areto. be preſ- 


fed to go no farther than they have already attained, 


and not to be ſtrained upto an wiformity beyond 
the dictates of their Conſciences, bur to be ler 
alone , as the Apoſtle dire&ts in the foregoing 
verle, If any one be otherwiſe minded. he muſt be left to 


Ged, and that manifeſtation of his will, which he 


will be pleaſed to give him. 
The clearing of this will give a full anſwer to 


the {econdenquiry, iz. 


2. What isto. be done, if men cannot come up to the 


Rule preſcribed. 

To this thereforc I anſwer in theſe particulars. 

i. This can never juſtifie men im not doing 
what they lawfully may do. For this Rule of 
the Apoſtle makes Communion neceſſary, as far 

as 


Py 
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as it is lawful ; and that upon the account of the 
general obligation lying upon all Chriſtians to 
do what in them: lies: for preſervation of the 
Peace of the Church. Therefore as far as ye have 
attained walk by the ſame Rule , do the ſame things ; 
which words, faith Cajetan, the Apoſtle ſubjoyns 
ro the former, leſt the perſons he there ſpeaks to 
ſhould think themſelves excufed from going as 
far as they can as to the ſame Rule. Which 
plainly ſhews that men are bound in Conſcience 
ro g0as far asthey can ; and I cannot ſee how it 
is conſiſtent with that tenderneſs of Conſcience 
which our Brethren pretend to, for ſo many of 
them to live ſo many years in a negle& of thar 
Communion with our Church, which themlelves. 
judge to be lawful. 

I dare ſay, if moſt of the Preachers at: this day 
in the ſeparate Meetings were ſoberly asked: their. 
judgements, whether it were lawful for the Peo- 
ple to joyn with us in the publick. Aſſemblies, 


_ they would nor deny it; and yer the People thar 


frequent them, generally judge otherwiſe... For. 
it is not to be ſuppoſed, thar faction among them 
ſhould ſo commonly prevail beyond intereflt ; 
and therefore if they thought it were lawful for 
them to comply. with: the Laws, they would do 
ic. But why then: is this kept” up as ſuch a migh- 
ty ſecret inthe breaſts of their Teachers > Why 


do they not: preach it to them in their Congre- 
gatIons'2. 
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gations ? Is itfor fear, they ſhould have none left 
to preachto ? that is notto be imagined of mor- 


-tified and conſcientious men. Is it leſt they ſhould 
ſeemto condemn themſelves, while they preach 


Gal. 1. 10. 


SO © 


This, I confeſs, looks oddly, and the tender- 
nels of a mans mind in ſuch a cafe, may out of 
meer {hamefacedneſs keep him fromdeclaring a 
Truth which flies in his face, while he ſpeaks ir. 

Is it that they fear the reproaches of the Peo- 
ple ? which ſome few of the moſt eminent per- 
ons among them, have found they muſt under- 
go if they touch upon this Subject ( for I know 
not how it comes to pals, that the moſt Godly 
People among them, can the leaſt endure to be told 
of their faults.) But is it not as plainly written 
by S. Paul, If Tyet pleaſe men T ſhould nat be the Servaitt of 
Chriſt;as Woe be unto me if T preach not the Gofpel?It they 


again{t Separation in a Separate Congregation ? 


therefore would acquit themſelves like honeſt and 


conſcientious men, letthem tell the people plain- 
ly that they look on ovr Churches as true Churches, and 
that they may lawfully communicate with us in Prayers and 
Sacraments ; and I do not queſtion but in time, if 
they find it lawful, they \will judge it to be their 
Duty. For it is the Apoſtles Command here, 
Whereto we have already attamed let us walk by th? ſame 


Rule, let us mind the fame things. 


2. If the bare diſſatisfaftton of mens Conſciences do 
juſtifie the lawfulneſs of. Separation, an breaking an 
= eſtabliſhed 
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| eftabl.ſhed Rule, it were to little purfoſe to make any 
Rzle at all. Becauſe itis impoſſibleto make any, 
which Ignorant and injudicious men ſhall not 
apprehend to be in ſome thing or other againſt 
the dictates of their Conſciences. But becauſe what we 
| ſay may not weigh ſo much with themin this mat-, 
| ter, as what was faid on this Occaſion by their 
| own Brethren in the Aſſembly, I ſhall give an ac- 
count of their Judgement in this matter. 

The diſſenting Brethren were not ſo much want- 
| ing to their Cayſe., as not to plead tenderneſs of 
Conſcience with as much advantage and earneſt- 
neſsas any men now can do it. To which they 
an{wer, - | 

1. Thatthough tenderneſs of Conſcience may papers for 

juſtite non-communion in the thing ſcrupled, Accomme- 

| yet it can never juſtifie Separation. my 
BD We much doubt, ſay they, whether ſuch tenderneſs p.p. 61. 
of Conſcience, as arifeth out of an opinion, cut potelt 
ſubeſte falſum, ( which may be falſe ) when the Conſci- 


ence ts fotender, that it may be Wwithal an erring Conſci- 


5 + * + 


munion without ſim ( nothing being to be done contrary un= 
to C onſctence ) Jet it doth not bind to follow | ſuch a poſitrve 
prefcript as poſſibly may be drvers from the Will and Coun: 
fel of God, of which kind we congeive this of gathering 
| Separa= 
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Separated Churches out of other true Churches to be one. 
2. Thatit is endleſs to hope to give ſatisfa&tion 
 p. 66. to erring Conſciences. The Grounds, ſay they, up- 
on which this Separation is defired, are ſuch upon which 
all other poſſible ſcruples which erring conſciences may in any 
other caſes be ſubje&t unto, may claim the pricviledge of a 
like Indulgence. And fo this Toleration being the firſt, ſhall 
| mdeed but lay the Foundation and open the gap, Whereat as 
| many dirviſions inthe Church, as there may be ſcruples in 
the minds of men, ſhall upon the ſelf fame equity be let in. 
| p. 63. And again, that this will make way for infinite Diviſtons 
| and ſub-dirviſtons ; and girve Countenance to a perpetual 
P-73- Schiſm, and Diviſion in the Church. 
p.638. 3. That ſcruple of conſcience is no proteftion againſt 
Schiſm ; no cauſe of Separating ; nor doth it take off cauſe- 
Pp. 73. leſs Separation from being Schiſm, which may ariſe from 
Errors of Conſcience as Well as carnal and corrupt Rea- 
ſons ; and therefore they conceive the cauſes of Separa 
tion muſt be ſhewn to be ſuch as ex natura rei Will bear 
it ont. 

Sh 4 That the Apoſtles notwithſtanding the difference of 
mens Judgements did preſcribe Rules of Uniformity. For, 
ſay they, they ſuppreſſed the contentions of men by the Cu- 
ſtome of the Churches of God, 1 Cor. 11. 16. and ordam 
the ſame praftice in all the Churches, notwithſtandmg our 
Brethrens diſtinfion of difference of light. 1 Cor. 7.17. 
And did not the Apoſtles bind- the burden of ſome neceſſary 
things on the Churches, albeit there were m thoſe Churches 
gradual differences of tht 2 


- -” - 
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5. That the Apoſtle by this Rule m the Text, did not y.113,114; 


intend to allow Brethren wh:9 agree in all ubſtantials of 


Faith and Worſhip, to ſeparate from one another, in thoſe 
very ſubſtantials wherein they agree. Is this, (ay they, 
to walk by the ſame Rule, and to mind the ſane things, to 
ſeparate from Churches in thoſe very thmgs wherem we 


agree with them > We deſire no more of them than we are p. 115. 


confident was prattiſed by the Saints at Philippi, namely 
to hold praftical Communion in things wherein they doftre- 
nally agree. 

6. That there is a great deal of difference between Ty- 
ranny over mens Conſciences, and Rules of Uniformity. 
For the diſſenting Brethren charged the Aſſembly, 
with ſetting up an Uniformity for Uniformities ſake, i.e. - 
fefting Uniformity ſo much, as not to regard mens Conſct- 
ences ; and Without reſpeft had to the varieties of Light m 
matters of a leſſer nature ; which, ſay they, will prove 
a perfect tyranny, and it is in effeft to ſtretch a low man to 
the ſame length with a taller, or to cut a tall man to the ſta- 
ture of one that is low, for Uniformities ſake. To which 
the others anſwer, That they do not deſire Uniformity 
for the ſake of Tyranny, but only for order, and order for 
Edification. But for ought they could perceive, any thing 
that is One muſt be judged the foundation of Tyranny 


sb14d. 


( which aretheir own words. ) 4s towariery of light, , , , 


they defared their Brethren to anſwer them m this one thing, 
whether ſome muſt be denied liberty of their Conſcience in 
matter of praFtice, or none ? If none, then, (xy they, we 
muſt renounce our Covenant and let in Prelacy agam ; and 


G all 
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all . others ways ; if a denial of liberty unto ſome may be 
juſt, then Uniformity may be ſettled notwithſtanding va- 

_reety of lights, Without any "Tyranny at all. As to their ſt- 
militude, they grant it to be pretty and planſible ; but ſuch 
arguments are popular and martificial, having more of flou- 
riſh than ſubſtance im them. For did not they endeavour 
to raiſe lower Churches to a greater height ?. would they 
permit other Church-Go-vernments if it were in their power, 
becauſe men muſt not for Uniformities ſake be. pared or 

retched to the meaſure of other men ?: would they endure 
the lower ſuckers at the root of their tree to grow till they 
had killed the tree it ſelf > Ad populum phaleras.. 

From whence we ſee the Church of England's 
endearvonr after Uniformity is acquitted from Tyranny 
over the Conſciences of men by the Judgement 
of the moſt learned of the 4ſſembly of Dirvines ; 
for ſuch we do nor queſtion they choſe to manage 
this debate, upon which the turn of their whole 
affairs depended. 

3- 4 wiltul Error or miſtake of Conſcience doth by no 
means excuſe from ſm. "Thusif a man think himſelf 
bound to did the Church by a ſmful Separatim; that 
Separation 1s nevertheleſs a ſm for his thinking him- 

AC, 26. 9. felf bound to do it. For S. Paul thought himſelf bound 
ol | todo many things againſt the name of Jelus of Nazareth, 
5429 þ © a. he cails himſelf a blaſphemer and the greateſt of ſin- 

ners, for whathe did under that obligation of Con- 
$Joh. 16.2. ſcience. The Jews thought themſelves bound in 
Conſcience to do God ſervice, bur it was a horrible mi- 


ſtake, 


P. 117: 
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fake, when they took killing the Apoſtles to be any 


part of it. From whence ir appears, that men may 
do very bad things, and yer think themſelves 
bound in Conſcience to do them. I do not hence in- 
fer thar the pretence of Conſcience is not to be re- 
garded, becauſe it may be abuſed to lo ill pur- 
poles; for no man that hath any Conſcience will 
ſpeak againſt che Power of it, and he that declares 
againſt it, hath no reaſon to be regarded in what he 
fairh. Bur that which ought to be inferred from 
hence, is, that men ought not to reſt {atisfhed 
with the preſent dictates of their Coyſcien. cs, for 
notwithſtanding them , they may commit very 
great fins. Iam afraid, the common. miſtating 
the Caſe of an Erroneous Conſcience hath done a great 
deal of Miſchief ro conſcientious men , and be- 
tray'd them into great ſecurity, while they are 
aſlured they do act according to their Conlſciences, 
For the queſtion 1s generally put, Fw far an Erro- 
neous Conſcience doth oblige > And when men hear 
that they muſt not ab againſt their Conſciences though 
they be m:ſtaken, they think themſelves ſafe enough, 
and enquire no further. Burt if they would conf1- 
der, that no mans Conſcience alters the yature of 
Good and Evil in things ; that what God hath made 
a Duty or a Sinremains ſo, whatever a mans Con- 
{cence doth judge concerning them ; that no mans 
Conſcience can ftriftly oblige him either to om? 4 
Duty, or to commt a ſin; the utmoſt Refolution ot 

6G 2 the 
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the Caſe comes to this, That a man may be ſo 
perplexed and entangled by an erroneous Conſcience 
that he may be under a neceflity of {inning, if he 
acts either with or againſt it. Not that God ever 
puts 4 man under the neceſlity of {inning, ( for 
then it would be no fin to him.if it were unavoida- 
bie) bur that by their own neglect and careleſnels, 


without looking after due information, and run- 


ning on with violent Prejudices, which was the 
caſe of S. Paul and the Jews (and I with it were not 
of many Chriſtians) they may make falſe and raſh 
judgements of things, and fo /in either in doing or 
not doing what their Conſciences tell them they are 
bound to do. 

The moſt material Queſtion then, in the caſe 
of an erroneous Conſcience, is, What Error of Conſci- 
ence doth excuſe a man from Smin following the 
Diftates of it ? For, if the Error be wholly invo- 
luntary; i.e. if it be cauſed by mvincible Tenorance, 
or after uſing the beſt means for due information 
. of his Conſcience, though the 4 may be a fault in 
it ſelf, yer it ſhall not be imputed to him as a Sin ; 
becauſe it wanted the conſent of the Mind, by 
which the Will is determined ; but if men fall 
into Wilful Errors of Conſcience ; 1. e. if they form 
their Judgements rather by Prejudice and Paſſion and 
Intereſt than from the Laws of God or juſt Rules of 
Conſcience ; if they do not examine things fairly on 
both ſides, praying for divine direction ; if they 


have 
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have not patience to hear any thing againſt their 
opinion, but run on blindly and furiouſly , 
they may in ſo doing A according to their Con- 
ſciences, and yet they may be in as great danger of 
committing heinous fins as S. Paul and the Jews 
were. Thus if men through the Power of an Er- 
roneous Conſcience may think' themſelves bound to 
make Schiſms and Diviſions in the Church, to diſo- 
bey Laws and to break in pieces the Communion of 
that Church, which they are, or ought to be mem- 
bers of, they may ſatisfie themſelves that they pur- 
ſue their Conſciences, and yet for want of due care 
of informing themſelves and judging aright, thoſe 
very Actions may be Wilful and Dannable Sins. 

Nothing now remains but to make Application 
of what hath been ſaid to our own Caſe. And 
that ſhall be to two ſorts of Perſons, 1. to thoſe 
who continue in the Communion of our Church, 2. to 
thoſe who diſſent from ir. 

I. To thoſe who contmue in the Communion of 
our Church. Let us walk by the ſame Rule, and mind 
the ſame things. Let us ſtudy the Unity and Peace, 
and thereby the Honour and Safety of it. While 
we keep to one Rule, all People know what it is to 
be of our Church ; if men ſer up their own fan- 
cies above the Rule, they charge it with imperfe- 
Etion; if they do not obey the Rule, they make 
themſelves wiſer than thoſe that made it. Ir hath 
not been either the Dofrine or Rules of our Church 


which 


(46) 
which have ever given advantage to the Enemies 
of it; bur the indiſcretion of ſome in going be- 

ond them ; and the inconſtancy of others in not 
holding ro them. 

Such is the Purity of its Dofrine, fuch the Loyal- 
ty of its Principles, ſuch the Wiſdom, and Order, and 
Piety of its Derwotions, that none who are true 
Friends to any of theſe, can be enemies to it. Let 
us take heed we do not give too much occaſion to 
our enemies to think the worſe of our Chnch for 
our ſakes. Ir is eaſe to obſerve, that moſt quarrels 
relating to Conſtitutions and Frames of GoTernment are 
more againſt Per ſons than things ; when they are 
unſatisfied with their management, then they 
blame the Government ; but if themlelves were in 
place, or thole they love and eſteem, then the 
Government is a good thing, if it be in good 
mens hands. "Thus do mens judgements vary as 
their intereſts do. 

And fo as to Churches, we find Hniformity and 
Order condemned as Tyramucal; till men come in- 
to Power themſelves, and then the very ſame 
things and arguments are uſed and thought ve- 

good and ſubſtantial, which before were weak 
and ſophiitical. Thoſe who ſpeak now moſt 
againſt the Miniftrates Power in matters of Religion 


Aniw. to 2 


Queſtions. had ter ſubſt.mtial Reaſons for it, when they thought 
1659- the Maziſtrate on their own fide. Thoſe who 
now plead for Toleration, did once think it the Mo- 

ther 
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ther of Confuſion, the Nurſe of Atheiſm, the inlet of 
Popery, the common Sink of all Errors and Fereſies. 
But, if there be not much to be ſid againſt the 
Churches Conſtitution, then they are ready to lay load 
upon the Perſons of the Governors and Members of 
it; and thence pretend to a neceflity of Separation 
for a purer Communion. Let us endeavour to remove 
this objection, not by recrimination ( which is 
roo eaſle in ſuch caſes) bur by living ſuitably to 
our holy Religion, by reforming our own lives, 
and redreſſing ( what in us lies) the Scandals and 
Diſorders of others. Let us by the innocency and 
unblameableneſs of our lives, the life and con- 
ſtancy of our devotions, the meekneſs and gentle- 
nels of our behaviour in our own Caule, our Zeal 
and Courage in Gods, add a luſtre ro our Reli- 
gion and bring others to a Love of our Church. 

TI. To thoſe who diſſent from our Communten. Whe- 
ther they hear, or Whether they will forbear, 1 cannot dil- 


mils this ſubje&, without offcring ſome things to - 


them, | | 
1.. By way of C onſideration. ; 
2. By way of Advice. 


( 1.) I ſhall offer theſe things to their Con- 


fideration. 


1. Let them .confider How-many thinzs muſt 'be 


.They that : 
are ruled 


mult conſider, that the beſt Policy or Conſtitution, ſo far as it is of mans regula- 
Ling, hath detects and inconveniences, and affatrs- will be complicated ; and 
therefore thzy muſt not be too unyielding, but bear with what is tolerable, and. - 


not eaſily remediable, Corbett of rhe ſound. State of Religion, P. 75: 


born , 


1679. 
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OY 


born with in the Conſtitution of a Church ; which cannat 
be expected in this, World to be without Spot or 
Wrinkle. And if men will ſet themſelves only to 
find faults, it is impoſſible, in this ſtate of things, 
they ſhould ever be pleaſed. And if they ſeparate 
Where they ſee any thing amiſs, they muſt follow his 
example who purſued this Principle ſo far, till he 
withdrew from all Society, leſt he ſhould commu- 


nicare with them ih their Sin; in which conditi- 


on he continued till his Children lay dead in the 


houſe, and he became utterly unable to help him- 


ſelf; and becauſe no humane mcventions were to be al- 


lowed about the worſhip of God, he had cut out of his 


Bible the Contents of the Chapters, and Titles of the 


Leayes, and fo left the bare Text, without Bind- 
ing or Covers. This is the Caſe the rigid and 
impracticable principles of ſome would bring our 


Churches to, by cutting off all Rules of Order and 


Decency, as encroachments on the Hyſtitutions of 


Chriſt. 


2. I deſire them to conſider how impoſſible it is to 
ſatisfaFflion to all, and how many things muſt be allowed a 
favourable interpretation m publick Conſtitutions and Gez 


ove 


O 


neral Laws; which it is hardly poſſible ſo to frame, 


but there will be room left for Cavils and Exce- 
Yea when the wiſeſt ind beſt men have done 


ptions. 


their utmoſt, ſome of themleives confels,. there may 


be diſſatisfaftion ſtill ; and if Chriſtian Humility, Cha- 


rity and Diſcretiom , will then adviſe perſons to acquieſce 


int 
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in their pricvate ſecurity and freedom, and not to unſettle A diſcourſe 
the publick Order for their private [at isfa&ion. Why - —_— 
ſhould not men practiſe the ſame vertues them- 2lardinits 


ſelves; which they do confeſs, will be neceſlary _ _ 
for ſome at laſt ? | >= 
Wiſe and Good men will conſider the difficul- 
ties that always attend publick Eſtabliſhments; 
and have that eſteem for Peace and Ordey , . that 
they will bear with any thing to- PTS: oF 
lerable for the ſake of it. Itis a {on of nog; -—romigg _— 
very hard caſe . with a Church 3s exceeding difficult to deviſe 
when men ſhall ſet their Wits ro © Ryle.or Model that ſhall pro- 
: : | vide for all whom Equity will 
ſtrain every thing to the worlt plead for. Therefore the pru- 
{ſenſe to {tretch Laws beyond dent and {ſober W1ll acquieſce in 
1 » dt Ao tu any conſtitution that is in ſome 
tne INtEnton an engn OT good fort proportionable to the 
chem, to gather together all the <nds of Government. A Di/- 
doubrful and obſcure paſſages in © 2. 7% Religion of England, 
| : p Cc. Set. 14. Printed 1667. 
Calendars, Tranſlations, &c. and 
will not diſtinguiſh berween their approbation 
of the Uſe and of the Choice of things, for upon 
ſuch terms as theſe men think to juſtific the pre- 
ſent Diviſions. T much queſtion, whether if the 
proceed in ſuch a manner, they can hold Commu: 
nion with any Church in the Chriſtian world, Tf men gee Baxters 
be diſpoled to find' faults, no Church can be pure aroma of Dt- 
enough ; for ſomething will be amiſs either in 4 roomy 
Dottrine, or Diſcapline, or Ceremonies, or Manners ; 
but if they be diſpoſed to Peace and -Union, then 
Charity will cover a multitude of failings ; and then ac- 
| cording 
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Eah.s. 2,3. cording to S. Paul's. advice, with all: lowlineſs and” 
| meekneſs, with long-ſuffering, forbearing one another in 

Love, they will be endeavouring to preſerve the Unity. of 
the Spirit in the bond of Peace. And without the 
practice of the former Vertues, no Metaphyſical 
Diſcourſes of Unity, will ſignifie any thing to the 
Churches Peace. 

3- They would do well to conſider, How Sepa- 
ration of the People from our Churches comes to be more 
lawful now, than in the days of our Faihers. It hath been 
often and evidently proved, thar the moſt ſober 
and: learned Non-conformiſts of. former times, not- 

Papers of withſtanding their ſcruples in ſome points, yet utterly con- 
- =" 191 hs denned Separation from our Churches as unlawful. And 
p52. they looked upon this, not as a meer common {in 
of humane infirmity, but as a wilful and dange- 
rous fin; in that it 15-ſo far from tending to the orver- 
Ball againſt throw of Antichriſt, that .it upholds and maintains him ; 
Can. Pref. calling it a renting the Church, the diſgrace of Religion, 
mo the advancement of Pride,” Schiſm and. Contention, ths 
Offence of the Weak, the grief of the Godly, who be better 
ſettled, the hardening of the Wicked, and. the recovery or 
riſing again of Antichriſtiamſm ; nay, ecven perſecuting 
the Lord Feſus in his Hoaſt , which they rele in his or- 
dinances, which they diſhonour ; and in his Sercvants whoſe 
footſteps they ſlander, whoſe Graces they deſpiſe , whoſe 
Office they trample upon with diſdain. Theſe are the 
very words of one of the moſt learned. and judici- 
eus Nonconformiſts before the Wars.. And __ 
tne 
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the miſchiefs that followed after, could not make 
Separation to appear leſs odious. Was it a in? 

was it ſuch afin then? Andis itnone now ? Ei- 

ther our Brethren at this day, do believe it to bea 

Sin for the People to ſeparate, or they do not: If 

not, it muſt either be, that there are new and 

harder terms of Communion, which were not 

then; which 1s ſo far from being true, that they 

confeſs them to be rather eaſter for the People: or 

it mult be, that they are gone off from the peace- 

able principles of their Predecefſors, which they 

are unwilling to own. It they do believe it 

to be a Sm, why do they ſuffer the People ro 

live in a known Sin 2 Why do they encourage 

them by Preaching in Separate Congregations ? FOX g;adjiuns a 
their Predeceſſors did not think it lawful much leſs a gainlt Fob: 
Duty, to preach when forbidden by a Law : nei-#54%9!: 
ther did they underſkand What warrant any ordma=- Gouges 
ry Miniſter hath in ſuch a caſe by Gods word, ſo to Pe i 
draw any Church or People to his private Mmiſte- God p.570. 
ry in oppoſition to the Laws and Gorvernment he lied 

under. They underſtood the difference between 

the Apoſtles caſes and theirs ; and never thought the Apos 

ſtles Woe be unto me if Tpreach not the Goſpel, did extend to 

them; but thought that ſilenced Mmiſters ought to lifve 

as private Members of the Church till they ivere .reſtored, 

and the People bound to learn, Of which there can be - 

far leſs ground to diſpute, when themſelves ac- 

H 2 know- 
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knowledge the Dofrine by Law eftabliſhed to b- 


true and ſound. 


_ 4- Laftly, Ler mebeſeech them to conſider the 


Nothing that Tknow of intheworld,doth 
ſo ſtrongly tempt ſome ſober conſcien- 
tions men to think Popery neceſlary for 
the Concord of Churches, and a violent 
Church Government neceſſary to our 
Peace, as the woful experience of the 
Errors and Schiſms, the mad and mani- 
fold Sects that ariſe among thoſe that 
are molt againſt them. Baxters laſt Anſw. 
zo Bagſhaw. p. 30. 

You little know what a pernicious Ue- 
ſign the Devil hath upon you, in per- 
ſwading you to deſire and endeayour 
to pull down the intereſt of Chriſt and 
Religion, which is upheld inthe Pariſh- 
Churches of this Land : and to think that 
it is beſt to bring them as low in reality, 
or reputation as you can,. and tocon- 
tract the Religious intereſt all into pri- 
yate meetings. 1/4. p. 31.#. 25. 


: COMMon danger that threatens 


us all by means of our Dirviſt- 
ons. We have Adverlaries. 
{ubtile and induſtrious e- 
nough to make ufe of all 
advantages to ſerve their 
own ends ; and there is 
ſcarce any other they pro- 
miſe themſelves more 
from, than the continu- 
ance of theſe breaches a- 
mong our felves : This 
fome of our Brethren them- 
{elves have been aware of ; 
and on that account have 


told the People of rhe dan- 


ger of the Principles of Separation, as to the intereſt 
of Religion 1n general, and the Proteſtant Religion in 


particular among us. 


Certainly, Nothing would tend more to- our 
common ſecurity than for all true and ſincere 
Proteſtants to lay aſide their prejudices, and mi- 
ſtakes, and to joyn heartily in Communion with us : 
which many of their Teachers at this day allow to 
be lawfu]. And how can they ſatisfie themſelves 


10 
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in hazarding our Religion by not doing that, 
which themſelves confeſs lawful to be done ? 
( 2.) Butif weare not yer ripe for ſo great a 
mercy as a perfe&t Union, yet I would intreat 
our Brethren to make way for it by hearkning to 
theſe following Advices. 

1. Not to give encourazement to raſh and intempe- 
rate zeal ; which rends all in pieces, and makes re- 
conciliation impoſſible. Thoſe who ſee leaſt in- 
to things, are alnally the fierceſt condenders about 
them: and ſuch eager Diſputants are fitter to 
make quarrels than to end them ; for they can be 
contentious for Peace-ſake, and make new differences 
about the ways of Unity. Wiſdom and Sobriety, 
2 good judgement,a prudent temper, and freedom. 
from prejudice will tend more to end our diffe- 
rences,than warm Debates, and long Diſputations ; 
which as Greg. Nazanzen ſaid once of Councils, 
feldom have had any good end. Bur there is a more 
fiery fort of zeal, and more dangerous than this ;. 
which may he ſmothering for a time, till it meets 
with {ſuitable matter and a freer vent, and then 
tr breaks out into a dreadful flame. This we 
have already ſeen ſuch diſmal effects of in this age, 
that we ſhould think there were leſs need to give 
men caution againſt it again, were it not to be 
feared, that where Reaſon connot prevail, Expe- 
rience will not. All that we can ſay to ſuch per- 
ſons that may be like to move them, is, that if 

their 
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their blind zeal tranſport them, as it did Sampſon, 
ro pull down the Houſe over their Heads, they 
will be ſure to periſh themſelves in the fall of 
it ; but here will lie the grear difference of the 
caſe, while they and their Friends periſh toge- 
ther, the Philiſims without will rejoyce to make 
others the inſtruments to execute their deſigns. 
'2. Not to be always complaining of their hardſhips 
and Perſecutions ; as though no People had ſuffer- 
ed fo much ſince the days of Dioclefian ; where- 
as the ſeverity of Laws hath been -tempered 
with ſo much gentleneſs in the execution of them, 
that others have as much complained of Idul- 
ence, as they of Perſecution. It doth not look like 
the Patience ., and - Humility, and Meeknefs of the 
Primitrve Chriſtians, to make ſuch noiſe and out- 
cries of their ſuffering ſo much, when they would 
have been rather thankful that they ſuffered no 
more. Isthis the way to Peace, to repreſent their 
caſe ſtill rothe world in an exafperating and pro- 
voking manner ? Is this the way to incline their Go- 
vernours to more condeſcenſion, to repreſent them to 
the People as an Tthactan perſecutins Party > Where 
are the Priſcithans that have been put to death by 
their inſtigation 2 What do ſuch infinuations 
mean, bur thar our Biſhops are the followers of 
Tthacius and Jdacins in their cruelty ; and they of the 
go0d and meek Biſhop S. Martm, who refuſed 
Communion with them on that account 2 If men 


do 
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| do entertain ſuch kind thoughts of themſelves, 
| and ſuch hard thoughts of their Superiors, what- 
| ever they plead for , they have no inclination to 
7 Peace. 
| 2. Not to condemn others for that Which themſelves 
have praftiſed, and think to be lawful in their own ca- 
es. What outcries have ſome made againſt the 
Church of England, as Cruel and Tyrannical, for ex- 
pecing and requiring Uniformity > And yet do 
not ſuch men, even art this day, contend for the 
Obligation of a Covenant, which binds men to en- 
| deavour after uniformity in Dofrinz , Diſcipline and 
Worſhip ?- But they want the. ingenuity of Adoni- 
bezek, to reflect on the Thumbs and the Toes, which 
they have cut off from others; and think, themſelves 
bound to. do it again, if it were in their power. 
Who could have been thought more moderate in 
this way, than.thoſe who went upon the princi- 
ples of the diſſenting Brethren? And. yet we are a(- 
ſured, thateven in New England, when their own $:e C144; » 
Church-way was by. Law - eſtabliſhed among Narrative 
them, they made. it. no, leſs. than Baniſhment for - _ 
the Anabaptiſts to ſet up other Churches among them, or Perlecuri- 
C | for any ſecretly to ſeduce others from . the Jpprobation ®» 4D: 

: | 1651, 
| and uſe of Infant-baptiſm. And how they have ſince ? 
proceeded with the Quakers, is.very well known. 
Nay, even theſe,notwithſtanding the ſingle Indepen- 

dency of every mans light withn hm, have found it 
neceſſary to make Rules and Orders among them- 
| | ſelves... 
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ſelves to govern their Societies, to which they ex- 

ect an uniform Obedience ; and allow no Liberty out 
of the Power and the Truth ; as they love to ſpeak. 
From all which it appears, the true Controverſie 
is not about the Reaſonablenefs of Uniformity; but 
who ſhall have the Power of preſcribing the Rules 
of it. Is it not now a'very hard caſe, that the 


Church of England muſt be loaded with bitter re- 


oaches, and expoſed to the common hatred of 
all Parties for the ſake of that, which.every one of 
them would practiſe if it were in their Power ; 


and think it very juſtifiable fo to do? 


' 4. *Not to inflame the Peoples heats, by making 
their differences with the Church of England to appear 


to be oreater than they are. Let them deal honeſtly 
-and faithfully with them , by letting them under- 
#tand that they look on our Churches as true Churches, 


and occaſional Communion at leaſt with thera to be 


lawful: (and it is hard to underſtand, if eccaftonal 


Communion be lawful, that conflant Communion ſhould 
not bea Duty. ) This were the way to abate mens 
great prejudices, and to ſoften their Spirits, and to 
prepare them for a cloſer Union. Bur if inſtead 


of this, they endeavour to darken and confound 
things, and caſt miſts before their eyes, that they 
cannot fee their way clear before them ; all un- 
derftanding men will conclude, they prefer ſome 
lictle intereſts of rheir own, before the honour of 
Chriſt and the Peace of his Church, PP, 


5. Not 


| (57) | 
5. Not to harbour or foment unreaſonable jealouſies and 
ſuſpicions in Peoples minds concerning us. This hath 
been one of the moſt ſucceſsful arts of keeping up 
the diſtance and prejudices that have been ſo great 
among us, viz, by private whiſpers, by falſe ſug- 
geſtions, by idle ſtories, by unreaſonable inter- 
pretation of words beyond the intention and de- 
{ign of thoſe who ſpake them. By ſuch devices 
as theſe, great miſchief hath been done among us, 
and I am much afraid, is doing ſtill. For a 
' ers men ar a greater diſtance from our Church , 
than the apprehending that we are not hearty and 
ſmcere 1m the Proteſtant Cauſe : which although ir 
be a moſt groundleſs and malicious calumny, yet 
there have been ſome, who have had o little re- - 
gard to Conſcience, or common mgenuity, 2s not only 
to charge particular Perſons, but our Church it felt 
with Marching towards Popery.. Whar- injuſtice, . 
what uncharitableneſs, what impudence 1s it, to. 
faſten ſuch an imputation upon a Church that hath 
hitherto continued ( and long may it do fo) the 
chief Bulwark of the Proteſtant Cauſe ? Little do- 
fuch perſons conſider, how much they lerve the 
deſign of our enemies, who cannot but be migh- 
tily pleaſed to find their. moſt formidable ad-verſa- 
ries repreſented- to the People as their Secxet Friends. 
6. Not to- run the hazard. of all for a ſhew of greater 
Liberty to themſelves. For. under this pretence our: 
Aderſaries endeavour to make them their I/lru- 
'S ments. 
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ments to bring upon our Necks a. Yoke which neither 
we nor our Fathers were able to bear. An univerſal Tole- 
ration is that Trojan Horſe, which brings in our ene- 
mies withour being ſeen, and which after a long 
Siege they hope to bring in at laſt under the pre- 
tence of ſetting our Gates wide enough open, to 
let in all our friends. | 01 
And then think with your ſelves what advan- 
tages they will have above others; confidering 
ſome mens coldnels and indifferency in Religion ; 
others uncertainty and running from one extreme 
to another ; others caſineſs in being drawn away 
by the hopes and fears of this world ; which have 
a wonderful influence upon changing mens opi- 
nions, even when they do not think it themſelves. 
So that thoſe ſeem very little to underſtand man- 
kind, who do not apprehend the dangerous con- 
ſequences of a general Toleration. _ | 
Thoſe who pretend there is no danger, becauſe 
by this means the Folly of their Religion will be expoſed, 
do not conſider what a catching dileale folly is ; 
and how natural iris for men thatare fanciful in 
Religion ro exchange one folly for another. It 
all men were wile and ſober in Religion, there 
would need no Tolcration; if they are not, we 
muſt ſuppole, if they had what they withed, they 
would do as might be expected from men 
wanting Wiſdom and Sobriety, 7. e. All the ſeve- 
ra] Parties would be ſtriving and contending m_ 
CAC 
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each other, which ſhould be uppermoſt, and gain 


the greateſt intereſt. 


And what would the fruit of all ſuch contentions 


be,but endleſs diſputes, and expo- 
{ing the follies of one another, till 
at laſt Religion itſelf be ſunk into 


the greateſt contempt; or men, 


through"meer wearineſfs. of con-. 


mit to Papal Tyranny, becaule ir 
pretends to ſome kind of Himty ? 
So that, upon the whole mat- 
ter, if we would conſult the Ho- 
nour of God and Religion, the Peace 
and Tranquillity of the Church we 


And verily you will keep up the 
Papifts. hope, that by an Uni- 
verſal Toleration, they may at 


-laſt come in en equal Terms 
-with you,: or, by connivence, 


be endured as-much as you. 


with you, their tranſmarine ad- 
vantages will make them more 
than equal, notwithſtanding 


their diſadvantages in their 


cauſe, and their contrariety to 
Kingly intereſt, Baxters /aſ# 
Anſw. ro Bagſhaw. p. 31+ 


live in; if we would prevent the great Deſigns 
of our enemies, and leave the Proteſtant Religion 
here eſtabliſhed to Poſterity, we ought to follow 
the Apoſtles Advice, in walking by the ſame Rule, and m 


minding the ſame things, 


The End . 


Publiſhed T the ſons Auer, 


NEveral Conaraind berviaten. a Romift Prief, 

a Fanatick Chaplain, and a Dirvine of the Church 

of England, concerning the Idolatry of the: Church 

ie "74 ; Bing: a full Anſwer cothe late —__ 
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